
From:         Richard Page <rpage@peace-inc.org> 

Date:   Tue, Jan 4, 2011 at 2:20PM 

Subject   Understanding the Rules 
 

   

 
It has come to my attention that a student wants to move because a host parent is too strict. The 
contentious issue is that our student wants to see her best friend every weekend and sleep over and the 
parent says no to more that once a month. Unfair or reasonable? There are three sides to every story. His 
side, her side, and the truth. 
Please share this email with all of your students and families.  It's a true story about one of them and 
applies to all of them. 
  
The host family lives far out in the county. 
Her best friend is a "classmate".  
But Her best friend lives in the adjoining school district.   
And her best friend is actually from her country, not ours.   
So, her best friend is a classmate THERE, not here! 
  
The attached Rules Review begins with the below two rules which go together, in that you can hardly 
violate one without violating the other 
  
Speaking Your language in public: Speaking a language that can’t be understood by those nearby who can hear 

your voice is rude, especially in school buses, hallways, classrooms, cafeterias, athletic events, field trips, visiting, 

etc. We think you're gossiping about us and have a secret, even if you don’t. If you need to share a secret, do it 

privately. Students who won’t abide by this will be asked to end all contact with home-speaking friends. You should 

only speak your language on the phone with your family or counselor.  

  

Personal Contact With Other Exchange Students:  should be limited to incidental association via school activities, 

PEACE student orientation meetings and field trips, or shared host family activity. Frequent IM, TM, Facebook, 

Skype, e-mail or telephone contact or overnight visits between you and other PEACE students is forbidden. Cell 

phones are forbidden in school. Laptops are banned from your bedroom.  They must be used in a public area in 

plain view. Travel to visit friends or relatives living in the United States is not allowed during your stay with your 

new family. You are coming here to build American friendships, not to maintain old friendships. 

                                                         

So is the host mother too strict?  Hardly!  She is being too kind.  She is too lenient, perhaps thinking my rules are 

too strict.  Many people think that until they find out that loosening my rules usually leads to complications in their 

life and dilutes the student's intended goals and the program's mission. Before PEACE there was 40 years of 

industry wisdom.  As three time hosts before starting PEACE we tested a few rules, too, and found there was good 

reason for them.  Over the past 20+ years, when confronted with new problems, each time we thought ourselves 

clever to find a solution, as we compared notes with other programs we found them to be equally clever. 

  

PEACE be with you, 
  
Richard S Page 

President, Founder, Executive Director 
ProAmerican Educational And Cultural Exchange 

A U.S. State Department Designated Program since 1990 

phone: 570-277-6621   fax: 570-277-0607 

website:   www.peace-inc.org 
 
 
(See the full separate document in this library, Rules Review) 
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