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CONGRATULATIONS!!!

Weronika Lehwark (Poland)
is headed to the Wisconsin State Solo and Ensemble Competition as a flautist. She earned a rating of 1* at her regional
competition which is the highest a performer can earn. Weronika is now moving on to the state competition held May 5. Let’s
all wish her luck!!
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DATES TO REMEMBER...

April 1 - April Fools Day The day we remember what we
are the other 364 days of the year. ~Mark Twain
April 1- Easter Sunday the day Jesus rose from
the dead to prove to 500 witnesses that he really
is who he said he was by ascending into Heaven,
establishing a Church for those who accept his
love on faith—demonstrating it in our works.
Christmas, established a day to honor the human birth of Our Lord, but the most important day with
our Creator at the center is Easter . America’s major federal holidays were established to focus attention on the One
who blesses us and who we recognize for it.
The Pilgrims came here to establish a new land giving
Jesus Christ the sole reason for it. Anyone who has read
the Mayflower Compact written in route to Plymouth
knows it. Founders Day was the forerunner to Thanksgiving established by our first president to give thanks officially to those Pilgrims and the God they sought to worship freely.
Our Founders gave us the only country giving God credit
for establishing rights as inalienable. The Framers pounded those rights into our Bill of Rights, starting with #1.
Our Veterans who gave their lives freely to protect
those rights are honored in May in a cemetery unlike none
other in the world—see next page. Arlington National
Cemetery.
April 13 Thomas Jefferson's Birthday: He was a lawyer,
surveyor, architect , horticulturist, inventor, governor of
Virginia, author of the 1776 Declaration of American Independence from England, He served President Washington
as Ambassador to France., U.S. Secretary of State (1789-94) & second U.S. vice-president (1797-1801).
In 1801 The Danbury Baptist Association of Danbury,
Conn.. sent a letter, dated October 7, 1801, to the newly
elected President Thomas Jefferson, expressing concern
over the lack in their state constitution of explicit
protection of religious liberty, and against a government establishment of religion. President
Jefferson sympathized with the Danbury Baptists
in their opposition to the state’s established religion, while expressing his reverence for the First Amendment’s “wall of separation between Church & State” at
the federal level. Jefferson concludes his letter, in his official capacity as President, with a prayer.
Brian Kilmeade’s book Thomas Jefferson and the Tripoli
Pirates: The Forgotten War That Changed American History) reveals his skill to lead America through it’s first defense against foreign terrorists, build a navy, and turn a
struggling new republic into a nation to be reckoned with.
Later his vision led to the Louisiana Purchase which doubled U.S. territory and united the nation from the Gulf
coast to Canada’s border. He later founded the University
of Virginia and donated his letters and books to the nation
to start the Library of Congress.

The now well-known expression lay dormant for 146 years until
Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black, in Everson v. Board of Education (1947), put forth the interpretation that the First Amendment’s establishment clause applied to all states and
that any government support or preference for religion amounts
to an unconstitutional establishment of religion. In support of his
argument for a radical separation of religion and politics, he cited
Jefferson’s metaphor: “the First Amendment has erected a wall
of separation between church and state. That wall must be kept
high and impregnable.”
Jefferson’s actual aim was quite to the contrary. While he,
along with James Madison, stoutly opposed established churches
as existed in Massachusetts, Connecticut, and other states (while
recognizing that, as President, he had to respect them), he was
deeply committed to religious liberty.

Jefferson’s letter must be read in context of his declaration in the Virginia Statute of Religious Freedom:
“Almighty God hath created the mind free.” The “wall of
separation” exists to affirm natural rights, including those
of faith and worship. It does not imprison the free exercise of religion. Rather, Jefferson sought to prevent domination by religious sects, making free the faith practices
of all.
April 11 Yom Hashoah: Holocaust Remembrance Day is
set aside to remember -that something this horrific can
never happen again

April 22 - Earth Day from Genesis: In
the beginning, God created the Heavens
and the Earth, and entrusted man to take
care of it. He gave us rule over the fish in
the sea, the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth and over all the
creatures that move along the ground. Then God said, I
give you every seed bearing plant on the face of the
whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seeds in it
will be yours for food." From this verse we know that
stewardship over the Earth and all that is in it, was our
Creators first commandment to mankind.
April 26 -Secretary's Day: “No one achieving success
does so without acknowledging the help of others. The
wise and confident acknowledge this with gratitude."
April 27- Arbor Day On January 4, 1872, J. Sterling
Morton first proposed a tree-planting holiday to be
called “Arbor Day” at a meeting of the State Board of
Agriculture. The date was set for April 10, 1872. Prizes
were offered to counties and individuals for planting
properly the largest number of trees on that day. It was
estimated that more than one million trees were planted in Nebraska on the first Arbor Day.
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DATES TO REMEMBER...
God &Empire: by: Gregory
Dunn—Town Hall.com
From time to time, one hears
the assertion that America is
an empire. The evidence given
for this statement is that, because America possesses overwhelming cultural, economic,
and, above all, military might,
May 5- Cinco de Mayo is symbolic of Mexico’s fight for
it wields overwhelming power
self-rule. On May 5, 1862, a small, poorly equipped Mexiover the rest of the world.
can army defeated a bigger, well-armed French invading
What is more, the war of terarmy in the town of Puebla, Mexico.
rorism has given America the
occasion and justification to
May 8 - National Teacher Day
wield this power. "America is like a new Rome or London," they
May 13, 1917 Apparition of Our Lady of Fatima
say, "and while those capitals claimed to promote world tranhttps://www.ewtn.com/fatima/sixth-apparition-of-our-lady.asp
quility, recall their injustices, the fragility of their peace, and the
final fate of their empires."
May 13- Mother's Day: “Honor your father
By speaking of the nature of America’s character and the use of
and your mother, so that you may live long in
its power at home and abroad, especially by casting these statethe land the Lord your God is giving you.”
ments in theological language, G.W. Bush’s 2000 State of the
The 5th Commandment - Exodus 20, 12
Union Address implicitly responded to such criticisms.
A telling moment came at the end of his speech. "The liberty we
May 19 - Armed Forces Day: Honoring all
is not America’s gift to the world, it is God’s gift to humaniactive and reserve military service men & women of all prize
ty," This merits attention. The Roman and British Empires
branches of the Armed Forces.
thought they possessed the epitome of civilization; and, thereit was their duty to bring this civilization to the world— by
May 28- Memorial Day Observed: On this day we hon- fore,
force, if necessary. In the same way, critics continue, America
or those who gave their lives so that this nation and others strives to bring freedom to the world.
might be free. We remember the principles and ideals on
Not so, says Bush. By insisting that liberty is God’s, not Ameriwhich our country was founded and for which they gave
ca’s, gift to the world. He is saying that freedom is not sometheir lives. In documents, our founding fathers repeatedly thing America possesses and, so, can dispense as it pleases but,
established their covenant between this country and God. rather, something that all human persons, by virtue of their
nature, already possess by right. America does not
In Washington DC, evidence is inscribed on the walls of the created
"bring" freedom to the peoples of the world but strives to actumemorials, monuments, and government buildings. For
alize the freedom they hold in potential.
democracy to work, the level of obedience to the laws of
In other words, when "we exercise power without conquest and
man is proportionate to the level of a citizen's feeling of a
we sacrifice for the liberty of strangers” we do so because it is
higher accountability to the Commandments of God - lest
the right thing to do. America acts on behalf of freedom not
because it is benevolent (though it often is), nor because it
we have anarchy, which would necessitate tyranny.
wields its power prudently (though it often does), but because
defending freedom is the right thing to do. God created people
for freedom. America and all other nations are called, by divine
mandate, to recognize this freedom. It is a justice instituted by
God; so, when we fight, we fight on God’s side. Such divine
sanction of American power makes some nervous, as it should,
for much mischief has been made in the name of God.
Again, Bush’s speech addresses this unease, saying, "We do not
claim to know all the ways of Providence, yet we can trust in
them, placing our confidence in the loving God behind all of life
and of history." The implication is that any divine favor America
possesses is the result not of its intrinsic merit but of God’s gift.
Such a gift may be taken from us; Scripture teaches that nations
Students study map to enter cemetery
rise and fall by God’s command. We do not know if any favor
we have will be taken from us, though we do know what God
requires of us. To be a nation "under God" is to be, among othSaluting Unknown Soldier er things, under His judgment— to be held accountable to His
standards of justice. Liberty for America is not a divine birthright but a divine challenge. So we strive to be just, and we
pray.

May 3- National Day of Prayer: The National

Day of Prayer is a vital part of our heritage. Since
the first call to prayer in 1775, when the Continental Congress asked the colonies to pray for wisdom
in forming a nation, the call to prayer has continued
through our history. Call 800-444-8828 for Prayer Kit.

Rows of gravestones in
Changing of the Guard at the
Arlington
Nat'l. Cemetery
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier

The most remarkable moment of Bush’s speech is his closing:
not "God bless America," as he often says, but the more explicit
"May He guide us now, and may God continue to bless the United States of America." This should not be missed: he closes with
a prayer. As we strive to be just, we need guidance, so we humbly ask God for it. And we remember that the phrase "God bless
America" is not a statement or a command but a supplication.
Liberty may be our right, but divine favor is not. So we humbly
ask for it. Our situation is often precarious. So we pray.
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StudentS of the Month

PRIL ~ WERONIKA (sounds like Veronica) of Lehwark, Poland arrived
to Wisconsin in January and has already accomplished so much. Apart
from her stellar performance as a flautist, Weronika has also achieved
great things academically. According to host mom, Tracey, Weronika
has earned all A’s and B’s since her arrival. Furthermore, her “work ethic is astounding.” She has been described as a responsible, friendly, talented, and intelligent student. We are all looking forward to cheering her on as she performs in the Wisconsin
State Solo and Ensemble Competition next month!

M

AY~ ESTEBAN CORONEL of Cuenca, Ecuador has certainly stayed
active while living in Pennsylvania with his host family. His grades
are consistently excellent and he is very motivated in paving the
way for a bright, promising future. Esteban intends to pursue a
career as a surgeon in Ecuador and has passed his spare time shadowing a surgeon in
Pennsylvania at Cole Memorial Hospital. Furthermore, he is an active member of the
Black Forest Falcons Youth Trap Team where he always seems to be placing in the
top ranks. It is great to recognize a student like Esteban who is so goal-oriented and
driven. We wish him lots of luck in his future studies to become a surgeon!

Book Report on Fredrick Douglass
By: Abel Cortes
Frederick Douglass was an extraordinary person who totally changed the history of the United States as we know it,
because of his efforts to be free. In this story we can learn a lot of things, like never give up, and if you propose to
do something, you can achieve it with effort and dedication just like he did to learn to read and write.
His life wasn’t easy, actually we could say that his life was one of the most difficult lives ever known in the history of
the United States, because he was born as a slave of white American families, because in that age the people with
black skin were forces to be slaves of white families.
He grew up being a slave, when he was just a little kid he was forced to work with other kids, and when he became
old enough he was able to work in the field. Later he was sold to another family and separated from his grandma
who took care of him when he was a child.
One day Frederick got sick of the abuse and he confronted his “owner” and after that day things started to change
his life.
He fell in love with a woman who was a slave too. Her name was Anna Murray– Douglass, and
they eventually got married. Then after many years Frederick finally got the liberty that he was
fighting for, and he started to fight for the liberty of all the slaves who had the same situation as
Frederick when he was young. In the process of his fight for liberty he made friends who helped
him, but eventually they started to have disagreements due to their difference of ideas.
Also, Frederick Douglass fought for the rights of black people and rights of women.
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Esteban Coronel
at Ohio State
football game in
Columbus, Ohio.

Thanaphat Lasa visiting NYC with his host family .
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Chawanrat Valpanit (TH) and Host Dad Joe Duran in Victorville CA.

Chawanrat Valpanit (TH) attends high school prom April 19.

Chawanrat Valpanit (TH) at Six Flags Magic Kingdom with host mom .

Chawanrat enjoys Six Flags Magic Kingdom with a friend.
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Weronika and Host Mom Tracy on Time Square, New York City

Weronika in St. Simon Island, GA

Weronika and host family on St. Simon Island
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Weronika and Wall St. Bull
in front of New York Stock
Exchange representing
strength and confidence in
the American free market.
Next to the bull is a new ,
controversial ,“brassy” girl
who shows the famous New
York attitude—no fear!

Weronika and host dad in Savanah GA
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Cachitos de jamon

English Is A Crazy Language
There’s no egg in eggplant nor ham in hamburger; neither
apple nor pine in pineapple. English muffins weren’t
invented in England or French fries in France. Sweetmeats
are candies while sweetbreads, which aren’t sweet, are
meat. We find that quicksand can work slowly, boxing
rings are square, and a guinea pig is neither from Guinea
nor is it a pig. And why is it that writers write, but fingers
don’t fing, grocers don’t groce and hammers don’t ham? If
the plural of tooth is teeth, why isn’t the plural of booth
beeth? If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a
humanitarian eat? In what language do people recite at a
play and play at a recital? Ship by truck and send cargo by
ship? Have noses that run and feet that smell? Park on
driveways and drive on parkways? How can a slim chance
and a fat chance be the same, while a wise man and a wise
guy are opposites? How can overlook and oversee be
opposites, while quite a lot and quite a few are alike? You
have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a language in which
your house can burn up as it burns down, in which you fill
in a form by filling it out, and in which an alarm clock goes
off by going on. And that is why, when I wind up my
watch, I start it, but when I wind up this essay, I end it!

This year we have some pretty smart students. Let’s see if
you can figure out these Easter Egg riddles below?!
(answers will be posted on the website and Facebook)
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A Venezuelan Treat for leftovers
1 tablespoon yeast (one pkg) 4 and 3/4 cup flour
1/2 cup sugar
3 lightly beaten eggs
1 teaspoon salt
melted butter
1/2 cup vegetable oil
ham, diced, cut into long, thin
1 cup milk
strips, or deviled
Pre-heat oven to 350-375oF
Put yeast, a small amount of water and 1/2 cup warm water into a
small container. Let rise for 10 minutes or so. In a large glass bowl,
combine the sugar, salt, oil and milk. Add the flour and knead until
everything is mixed. Then add the eggs and keep kneading.
Finally, add the yeast mixture and stir until the mixture has a
consistent texture. Cover the mixture with plastic wrap (or stick in a
plastic bag) and let it rise in a warm place for two hours. Knead the
dough again, and then divide it into four equal parts. Work with one
part at a time. Roll each part of the dough into a 10 inch circle using
a rolling pin. Cut the flattened dough into 8 triangles, as if you were
cutting a cake. Place ham in the widest part of each triangle. Then
roll up each triangle, beginning at the widest part and rolling towards
the point of the triangle. Place the wrapped-up ham on a cookie
sheet or pan, with the point folded underneath so it doesn't come
unrolled. Cover the rolls with plastic and let rise for one hour in a
warm place. Brush melted butter on each roll, cook for 15 minutes
or until light golden. Remove from oven and brush with either a
mixture of water and sugar or with an egg white. Return them to the
oven until they are golden brown.
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PEACE encourages all students and adults to take advantage of Hillsdale College’s
free education. This course is required to graduate no matter what your major is.

Constitution: The Meaning and History of the Constitution
About "Constitution 101: The Meaning and History of the Constitution"
Taught by the Hillsdale College Politics faculty, this course will introduce you to the meaning and history of the United States Constitution. The course will examine a number of original source documents from the Founding period, especially including the Declaration of Independence and The Federalist Papers. The course will also consider two significant challenges to the Founders’ Constitution:
the institution of slavery and the rise of Progressivism. They also offer Economics 101 free & online.

The American Founders understood the right to religious liberty as an inalienable natural right and
the practice of religion itself as essential to the preservation of a free society. The right to freedom of
religion or conscience is limited: No reasonable religion would ask its adherents to trample on the
natural rights of others. In other words, any religion whose believers demean themselves as good
citizens is acceptable in a free society and should be encouraged.
Three main principles guided the Founders’ understanding of economics. The first is the natural right
to acquire and possess private property. The second is the establishment and protection of free markets. The third is a stable money supply, based on a gold or silver standard.
The Founders thought the government had a role in promoting good character among the citizen
body, because the liberty which it is the government’s job to protect is inseparable from virtue. Moral
education or character formation, which begins with the family, is necessary for the preservation of a
free society.
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Visa Extensions

EVERY YEAR students ask about extending their
stay for travel or college. The J-1 visa cannot be
extended beyond 11 months for ANY reason.
Students who plan to attend college in the United
States must first be accepted by a college. (We
cannot help you with this.) The college accepting
you will complete an I-20 form visa application to
sponsor you as a foreign student at their
University. Students must go home and reapply
with that I-20 form to the American Consulate
Officer in their country, who will issue an F-1
Student Visa (different than your current J-1 Visa,
which can’t be converted. YOU MUST GO HOME).
Colleges can help you with housing and insurance
or you can contact PEACE’s current insurance
carrier, for college student plans.

Return Flight Changes
Students may stay beyond the deadline on their visas by an additional 30 days without
any paperwork by you —a “grace
period” from U.S. Immigration.
However, PEACE will not take flight
change requests until after the trip.
If you extend beyond the contracted
time (time on your acceptance letter from PEACE),
you must pay $150 for 1-15 days or $300 for 16-31
days to cover airlines change fees, insurance extensions, visa changes and support service. Send a
check with a letter from your host and natural parent explaining your request. PLEASE DO NOT CALL
THE OFFICE WITH PLANE CHANGE REQUESTS. YOU
MUST DO IT BY EMAIL OR FAX.

UNCLE SAM NEEDS YOU—SO DO WE!
Placement
Coordinator
Kathleen
Reichwein
(kreichwein@peace-inc.org) works with Local Coordinators to
implement our mission - Uniting the World Through our Children - one family at a time. We’re a globally growing family.
For those of you who have enjoyed hosting an exchange student, please consider it again as well as consider being a liaison
for a group in your area, too! For more information, email or
call us. It does not take much time to help a student and family
feel comfortable during their stay here. Please help us meet
our Aug 31 placement deadline by calling or emailing contact
info below. There will be a $500 award for anyone who finds
us a NEW host family with a complete placement by July 31.
Love is patient; love is kind…...1Corinthians 13, 4-10.

Revalidación de Grados Académicos
Students who have not graduated want credit for
grades earned abroad. The requirements are: an
official transcript (not a report card) school must
stamp or emboss it with the official school seal,
translation to Spanish of your grades at the end of the
school year, and then have all notarized.
In Pennsylvania, for certification, there will be a $15
fee which must be mailed with the request to
Harrisburg. In other states you may need to go
through the nearest consulate of your country in the
U.S. for the "legalization" service. Call the consulate
to find out the fee. Call 1-202-555-1212 for
Washington, DC information to get the current
phone number of your embassy in the U.S., who can
then help you find the nearest consulate.
DON’T EXPECT P.E.A.C.E. OR YOUR SCHOOL OR HOST
FAMILY TO SPEND $40-80 FOR AIRBORNE, FEDEX OR
UPS TO SHIP YOUR DOCUMENTS HOME. IF YOU
DON’T PLAN BEFORE YOUR DEPARTURE DATE YOU
WILL NOT BE FINISHED IN TIME, SO START NOW!

BOOK REVIEW: As Christians we are called to be
salt and light to the world. George Barna’s book,
Boiling Point, makes discomforting conclusions
** What does personal holiness mean and how will
you respond to the possibility of achieving holiness
in a culture (and sometimes in a church) that has lost
its compass and is pursuing whatever feels right at
the moment?
** A distinguishing mark of authentic Christians is
their distaste for evil, but, in a recent survey of people asked to identify their goals in life, less than one
percent mentioned anything related to holiness,
righteousness or purity.
** Too many Christians fail to transform the culture
in which they live because they are neither grieved
nor humbled by their own sin.
**The sad conclusion is that Christians have a limited
influence on society because we do not model an
alternative lifestyle for others to emulate.
*** Personal holiness will be a forgotten concept as
the nation buckles under the weight of moral and
spiritual anarchy.
Read. Judges 2: 10-13
“And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the
Lord...and provoked Him to anger”

Amazing Grace: Easter Reflections from Our Daily Bread
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10 Reasons to Believe Christ Rose From The Dead
1. A Public Execution Assured His Death
2. A High Official Secured The Gravesite
3. In Spite Of Guards, The Grave Was Found Empty
4. Many People Claimed To Have Seen Him Alive
5. His Apostles Were Dramatically Changed
6. Witnesses Were Willing To Die For Their Claims
7. Jewish Believers Changed Their Day Of Worship
8. Although It Was Unexpected, It Was Clearly Predicted
9. It Was A Fitting Climax To A Miraculous Life
10. It Fits The Experience Of Those Who Trust Him

Easter Grace
The story is told of a judge presiding at a court in the poorest section of the city. It was a bitterly cold night during the
hardest years of the Great Depression. A haggard, shabbily dressed old woman was brought before him. Charged with
having stolen a loaf of bread, she made no attempt to deny the charges. Her daughter’s husband had abandoned the
family, she said. Her daughter was sick, and her two grandchildren were starving. However the victimized shopkeeper
refused to drop the charges. He felt he needed to set an example for a bad neighborhood.
The judge let out a deep sigh. Looking at the woman, he told her the law left him no alternative. She was guilty, and the
penalty was ten dollars ( an obviously impossible amount for the woman) or ten days in jail. But as he pronounced her
sentence, he pulled out a ten dollar bill and gave it to the bailiff to pay her fine. Then with a bang of his gavel , he declared that he was fining everyone in the courtroom fifty-cents for living in a city where a poor woman had to steal
bread to feed herself and her family. Within minutes, the overwhelmed woman left the courtroom carrying $47.50 collected from petty criminals, traffic violators, on-duty police officers, and even the irate grocer!
The old woman must have gone home exhausted from the roller coaster of emotions she had experienced, yet delighted
at her totally unexpected good fortune. She had escaped a penalty she legally deserved and received an unexpected and
undeserved blessing. People who owed her nothing had provided a gift that would immediately make her destitute
family’s life much better. In one word, this story illustrates the meaning of grace. Grace is the generous character of the
God who displays unmerited, undeserved, and abundant favor to undeserving sinners. God sent His son, Jesus, who is
without sin—to pay the debt for our sin. Because he died and rose again, people who deserve God’s penalty for their
wrongdoing can receive the very opposite—forgiveness and life that never ends.
Nelson Searcy in his book Connect tells this story: One day after church a person came up to me and asked: “If you
had to summarize Christianity in just one word, what word would you pick?”
I could have gone with the safe answer and said “Jesus.” I could have said “salvation, grace, faith, love, or
forgiveness,” ; but as I thought about it more, I realized the best word to sum up Christianity is the word “servant.”
Christianity is about being a servant. Jesus said to be a servant (read John 13:1-17). Paul went a step beyond servanthood and called himself a slave to Christ (read Romans 6:1-23). Jesus was keen on creating servants because serving
is the ultimate expression of love.
After all, when someone asked Jesus to pinpoint the greatest commandment He replied: “Love the Lord, your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.
And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22:37-39). Love is the greatest commandment,
and service is the ultimate outward expression of love. It makes sense that Jesus said the greatest among us would be
servants (see Matthew 20:26).
Mother Teresa spoke to this truth when she said, “Love cannot remain by itself — it has no meaning. Love
has to be put in action, and that action is service.” The greatest are those who allow God’s love to flow through them
freely in the form of service to the people around them.
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If God brings you to it,

The year's at the spring

He will bring you through it.

And day's at the morn;

Happy moments, praise God.

Morning's at seven;

Difficult moments, seek God.

The hillside's dew-

Quiet moments, worship God.

pearled;

Painful moments, trust God.

The lark's on the wing;

Every moment, thank God.

The snail's on the thorn;

Please remember in your prayers

God's in His heaven -

all members of our PEACE family

All's right with the world!

who are ill or going through a
difficult stage in their lives.

~Robert Browning

WANT TO KNOW WHAT WE ARE UP TO?
We have moved to Facebook and Instagram! Like us on Facebook at ProAmerican Educational And Cultural Exchange and on Instagram at
@peace_inc1234! You can also find the links on our website page
www.peace-inc.org. If you would like us to share your photos on either
our Facebook, Instagram or maybe even our upcoming Twitter send your
pictures to paz@peace-inc.org or message the Facebook page!

REMEMBER
THE GREATEST
GENERATION
1920-2020

